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Every	week	=	one	block	=	one	completely	finished	quilt-let	=	Always	Done!	

Ten	Quilt-lets	To	Go	Totebag!	
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Assemble	10	completed	quilt-lets	into	the	
configuration	shown	at	left	
I	sewed	mine	together	by	machine,	by	
overlapping	the	edges	of	my	quilt-lets	by	
1/8”	and	sewing	with	a	variegated	thread.	
Having	done	this,	I	can	tell	you	that	it	would	
probably	be	easier	to	ladder	stitch	together	
by	hand.		

If	you	have	ladder-stitched	and	big-stitch	
quilted	the	quilt-lets		by	hand	then	you	are	
ready	to	proceed	to	the	next	page.	
If	your	quilt-lets	will	be	quilted	by	machine,	
stich	random	straight	lines	across	the	entire	
piece	to	hold	the	batting	in	place	and	
prevent	it	from	curling	and	bunching	when	
laundered.	

Requirements:	
10	–	Quilt-lets	made	with	4”	hexagon	blocks	
.5	meters		(5/8	Yard)	for	bag	lining	
3	meters	(3	1/3	Yards)	1	1/2”	wide	cotton	rug	binding,	twill	tape,	or	
ribbon	for	handles	and	bag	support	
1	meter	(1	1/8	Yards)	1	3/8”	rickrack	to	coordinate	with	bag	
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	After	quilting	the	ten	assembled	quilt-lets	fold	on	
the	lines	indicated	in	the	photo	at	left	to	create	the	
bag	shape.	
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Stitch	together	the	edges	of	the	
quilt-lets,	to	form	the	basic	bag	
shape,	as	indicated	in	the	
photos,	at	top	from	left	to	right,	
leaving	the	bottom	corners	until	
the	end.		
In	the	sample	I	have	closed	the	
bottom	corners	by	simply	
stitching	the	2	layers	together	
instead	of	overlapping.		
Your	bag	shell	should	end	up	
approximately	17	1/2”	x	17	1/2”	
to	the	bottom	of	the	V	between	
the	hexies	at	the	top	of	the	bag.		
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	Cut	the	lining	fabric	36	1/2”	x	19”,	I	did	this	by	
lining	up	the	18	1/4”	mark	of	a	20	1/2”	square	
ruler	on	the	fold	line	and	the	perpendicular	19	“	
line	along	one	cut	edge	and	trimming	away	the	
excess.	

Line	up	a	ruler	along	an	edge	of	your	bag	
to	find	out	where	the	points	of	the	top	
hexies	are.	Mine	were	at	approximately	4	
1/4”	and	13	1/4”.	
	

Mark	a	line	at	these	measurements,		4	1/4”	and	13	
1/4”	from	the	fold	line.	I	did	this	by	scoring	a	line	
with	a	hera	marker	and	then	pressing	a	fold	into	the	
fabric.		
Fold	your	lining	fabric	wrong	sides	together	and	sew	
an	1/8”	seam	along	the	bottom	edge	of	the	bag.		
Turn	wrong	side	out	and	sew	the	same	seam	with	a	
1/4”	seam	allowance	to	create	a	nicely	finished	
French	seam.		

	Fold	over	the	top	edge	of	the	bag	lining	
approximately	1/4”	twice	and	stitch	in	
place.		
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	Since	this	is	a	large	bag	at	18”	tall	you	will	have	to	measure	
how	long	you	want	your	handles	to	be	so	the	bag	doesn’t	
drag	on	the	ground	when	carried.	I	made	mine	relatively	
short	at	13”.		
On	the	wrong	side	of	the	bag	lining	and	centering	the	twill	
tape	over	the	marked	4	1/4”	line	start	stitching	down	the	
edge	of	the	tape.		
Continue	across	the	french	seam	at	the	bottom	of	the	bag	
and	to	the	top	edge.	
Pivot	and	stitch	across	to	the	other	edge	of	the	twill	tape	at	
the	top	edge	of	the	bag.	

	Pivot	and	stitch	down	the	other	edge	
of	the	twill	tape,	backstitching	to	
secure	at	the	end.			
Measure	the	predetermined	handle	
length	from	the	edge	of	the	bag	and	
mark	with	a	pin.		
Curve	the	handle	so	there	are	no	
twists	and	center	onto	the	13	1/4”	
mark,	lining	the	pin	up	with	the	top	
edge	of	the	bag	lining.		
Begin	stitching	as	before	securing	the	
edge	of	the	twill	tape.		

Continue	stitching	until	you	
reach	the	top	edge	of	the	bag	
again	and	repeat	as	before.		
When	you	reach	the	other	end	
of	the	twill	tape,	trim	the	end	
leaving	1/2”	overlap.	Fold	under	
the	end	and	stitch	across	to	
secure.		

	Close	the	remaining	
side	seam	with	a	
french	seam	as	
before,	first	sewing	
an	1/8”	seam	with	
the	lining	right	side	
out	and	then	a	1/4”	
seam	with	the	lining	
wrong	side	out.	
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Lay	the	1	3/8”	rich	rack	onto	the	twill	tape	
making	sure	it	extends	1”	past	the	top	edge	of	
the	bag.	Stitch	in	place	by	sewing	point	to	point	
as	shown.	Trim	the	ends.		
Insert	the	lining	into	the	bag	lining	up	the	valley	
of	the	V’s	with	the	top	edge	of	the	lining.	Stitch	
in	place.	Because	I	chose	random	straight	line	
quilting,	I	sewing	the	lining	in	place	by	machine	
and	it	looks	like	part	of	my	quilting.		
If	you	are	stitching	the	lining	in	place	by	hand	
simply	slip-stitch	in	place	from	the	inside	
making	sure	not	to	go	through	all	layers.	Hide	
your	stitching	inside	the	quilt-lets.		

	Because	the	handle	is	sewn	to	the	lining	it	takes	all	
the	weight	and	there	is	no	stress	on	the	quilt-lets	
while	you	carry	your	bag.		
You	might	choose	to	add	a	second	set	of	handles	to	
make	it	possible	for	you	to	carry	the	bag	on	your	
shoulder.	If	so,	place	the	shoulder	strap	inside	the	
shorter	handle	so	that	it	will	fall	inside	the	bag	
while	carrying	and	not	get	caught	on	things.		
Enjoy	your	Ten	Quilt-lets	To	Go	Totebag!	
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